
Serving the Lord in the PhilippinesServing the Lord in the Philippines

Greetings from the GundersonsGreetings from the Gundersons

March/April 2010

“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male 
nor female; for you are all one in Jesus the Messiah.”    Galatians 3:28

The Journey Continues 

Moving Forward

Our house is fi nally up for sale.  This has 
been one of our last major objectives be-
fore we can actually depart for the Philip-
pines.  After meeting with our realtor we 
found that our house had declined over 
$70,000 in value due to the present econo-
my and it will probably turn to a short sale.  
What that means is that we now owe more 
on the house that its current value.  As a 
result we will not make any money on the 
sale that we can put towards our ministry 
center in the Philippines.  While the Lord 
can still bring a buyer that will pay more 
that the value of the house – we must be 
prepared for all possible situations.

This also frees us up some as far as when 
we can leave for the Philippines, however 
we still must meet our monthly support 
needs before we can actually depart.

We continue to await the fi nal outcome 
of the loan for the property in the Philip-
pines and what the new monthly payment 
will be.  This is for the lot only and does 
not include the construction of the actual 
ministry facility upon our arrival.

While our departure has been delayed again 
“from our perspective”, the Lord continues 
to bring us into contact with wonderful 

new people, pastors and congregations.  
They have been very warm and gracious 
towards us and our purposes in the Philip-
pines and have been used by the Lord to 
show us that our work here is not yet done.  
This is another adjustment for us.  While 
we are anxious to move to the Philippines 
and begin the work He has for us, when we 
submit our schedule and timetable fully
to the Lord we fi nd that our timetable is not 
always the same as His. The Lord is devel-
oping in us a new and greater dependence 
on Him.  As Just as Moses told the Lord in 
Exodus 33:15-16; “If Your Presence does 
not go with us, do not bring us up from 
here. For how then will it be known that 
Your people and I have found grace in 
Your sight, except You go with us?”   We 
are fi nding a new level of peace as we rest 
in the Lord’s timing and provision.

Religions of 

the Philippines

Roman Catholic .....................78.9% 
Muslim .......................................7%
Evangelical ..............................2.8%
Iglesia Ni Cristo ......................2.3%
Aglipayan ...................................2%
other Christian .........................4.5%
other ........................................1.8% 
unspecifi ed ..............................0.6%
none .........................................0.1% 

(Based on 2000 census)

Judaism in the Philippines

Spanish Era 
One of the main reasons for the Jewish 
population in the Philippines is because of 
the Spanish Inquisition in the 16th Century. 
This forced many Jews in Spain to either 
convert or fl ee. Some of the Jews that 
fl ed found themselves in the Philippines. 
The Suez Canal established a better route 
between Europe and the Philippines which 
allowed more Jews into the country. The 

most important war for Jewish history in 
the Philippines was the Spanish-American 
war because that let the Jewish community 
openly practice Judaism. 

American Era 
The American Era may be regarded as the 
most important era in the Jewish history in 
the Philippines as it allowed for the arrival 
of American military forces which brought 
Jewish servicemen as well as Jewish teach-
ers.  The Jewish population in the Philip-
pines launched up to around 500.  It was 
also around the time of the Holocaust when 
the biggest population of Jews escaped to 
the Philippines. A program was started to 
rescue the Jews from Europe between 1937 
and 1941 which bough the biggest increase 
to the Jewish population in the history of 
the Philippines. About 13,000 refugee Jews 
were saved and sheltered in the Philippines. 

Aftermath/Present 

As a survey taken in 2005 there are now 
only about 500 Jews which is a very 
insignifi cant number. It is about .000005% 
of the total population in the Philippines. 
Metro Manila holds the largest Jewish 
community which is around 40 families.

There are approximately 60,000 Filipino 
workers currently in Israel.

Roadside Market



IMF MI S S I O N S IMF is registered with the Internal Revenue Service as a 501(c)3 
non-profit organization, donations are tax-deductible. Contributions 
are requested with the understanding that IMF has complete discre-
tion and control over the use of all donated funds. In order for sup-
porters to receive a tax deduction, checks must be made payable to 
IMF and NOT to a specific missionary. Checks made for individual 
missionaries are not tax-deductible. On a separate piece of paper 
note who the donation is for or send this bottom portion along with 
your donation.

CORRESPONDENCE - for 
mailing cards, letters or 
parcels please contact 

PNGunderson@gmail.com

Send tax-deductible financial support to:
International Ministerial Fellowship
PO Box 32366
Minneapolis, MN 55432-0366

The 80/20 

Challenge Update

Nancy and I continue to believe in the 
image for our work in the Philippines of 
80 people to catch our vision in such a 
manner that they will commit to $20/month 
(or $.65 a day) to reach the people of the 
Philippines and minister to pastors and 
missionaries throughout Asia.  It’s about 
people helping people within the Body of 
Messiah.

We are thankful to the Lord for those who 
have been faithfully contributing funds and 
giving generous gifts.  Our monthly gifts 
have increased, and the monthly pledged 
amounts have doubled; increasing to 28% 
of our monthly amount of $2,000/month.  
However, that still leaves us with 72% of 
our monthly needs yet to raise. The pledged 
amounts are important as this is what we 
use for our month-to-month budget.  We 
are so grateful and humbled for all the gen-
erous gifts that we have received and they 
are such a blessing, but we cannot factor 
them into our budgetary needs because of 
their irregularity. 

Your support to this work through prayer 
and/or giving is invaluable to us and allows 
us to fulfi ll this mission that God has given 
to us. 

Please continue to keep this in prayer to 
see if you are to join us fi nancially in the 
Lord’s work in the Philippines.  If you 
would like to be sent a support form, please 
email us at pastorpaul@oneinyeshua.org.

Prayer Requests

We continue to build a prayer support team 
for our work. If you feel led to be a part of 
our prayer team, please send us an email 
at pastorpaul@oneinyeshua.org. As a 
part of the prayer team you will be sent 
a monthly update and ask you to keep us 
and these issues in prayer throughout the 
month.

Here are some of our current prayer re-
quests as we move forward in our reloca-
tion to the Philippines:

• Selling our house. Please continue to 
keep the sale of the house in prayer. 
Our house has declined in value and 

it will probably turn to a short sale. 
While the Lord can still bring a buyer 
that will pay more that the value of the 
house – we must be prepared for all 
possible situations.

• Philippine Property for Ministry Site. 
We continue to await the fi nal outcome 
of the loan for the property in the 
Philippines and what the new monthly 
payment will be. This is for the lot 
only and does not include the con-
struction of the actual ministry facility 
upon our arrival.

• Our monthly support – 80/20 Chal-
lenge.

• We are at 28% of what our monthly 
amount of $2,000/month. However, 
that still leaves us 72% of our monthly 
needs. Please pray that the Lord 
continues to gave us the provisions we 
need for the work ahead of us.

• Specifi c Needs Upon Arrival in Philip-
pines

o Shipping Estimates - Please pray 
for the Lord’s favor as we prepare 
to ship our belongings to the 
Philippines.  It will cost $6,000 to 
ship.

o Vehicle – We have had pastors 
in the Philippines looking for 
a vehicle that we can also use 
throughout the diverse geogra-
phy of the country and during 
the rainy season where there is 
frequent fl ooding.  The best deal 
we have found is $7,000.

o Down Payment for ministry site 
construction.  Total construc-
tion cost will be approximately 
$85,000.

o Furniture for home and guest 
rooms

o Temporary housing while house is 
being constructed.  We will need 
to rent a house while the ministry 
site is being constructed – ap-
proximately 8 months.

Upcoming Ministry 
Opportunities 

Please pray that the Lord will continue 
to open doors for ministry opportunities 
as  well as with individuals, churches and 
corporations who will share our vision and 
are willing to co-labor with us in prayer 
and fi nancially.

We cannot thank you enough for 
taking time to keep us in prayer.  
May the Lord give back to you a 
hundred fold for your labor of 
love for us and the Lord’s work.  
Also, let us know how we can be 
praying for you also.  

Maraming salamat
Paul & Nancy

Maraming salamat is Tagalong (Filipino) 
for “Many thanks” or “Many thanks to you”.    

Our ministry site in the Philippines.


