
We’ve arrived, the work begins!
Praise the Lord!  After fi ve years of preparation 
we fi nally arrived in the Philippines on March 
23rd worn but safe.  We had a more direct route 
than normal and so it only took 17 1/2 hours of 
fl ying.  Nancy and I want to thank each of you 
who have been standing by us and were pray-
ing for our fl ight.  Your prayers defi nitely provided 
a blanket of protection for us.  During the fl ight 
from Minneapolis to Tokyo, there were two major 
medical emergencies (fortunately not ours) with 
the help of the medical personnel on board and 
the plane’s phone, these medical emergencies 
were taken care of and a more serious situation 
was averted.

When we were starting our approach to Manila 
there was such turbulence that it knocked the 
fl ight crew to the ground.  The day before turbu-
lence on a fl ight caused a signifi cant enough drop 
that the fl ight crew member hit the ceiling before 
being tossed to the ground.  The fl ight crew was 
visibly shaken but all were OK.   God is so good.  
Who knows what incidents your prayers diverted, 
except of course the Lord.  Thank you again.

We also hand-carried my shofar on the fl ight.  
During our customs search in Japan, I was pulled 
aside and they took the shofar bag and asked me 
if it was mine.  I said it was and they asked if they 
could look inside.  I opened the bag and took 
the shofar out.  As the customs inspector was 
checking to see if something was lodged inside 
the shofar she asked us what it was.  Suddenly 
another inspector from across the room shouted; 
“It’s a trumpet.  It’s used to start a church ser-
vice.” - close enough for us.  She then translated 
it in Japanese to all of the other customs inspec-

tors that were there.  As we left the room, all of 
the inspectors were looking at this shofar bag 
that had US, Israeli and Filipino fl ags on it, all 
nodding their heads in agreement.  We thought 
it was pretty special.  The Lord is indeed making 
Himself known throughout the nations.

We are starting to get settled in and established 
in another country.  In addition to me applying for 
permanent residency, we need to get Philippine 
identifi cation cards and driver’s licenses.  We 
also needed to get a bed, kitchen appliances, a 
cell phone (which is essential in the Philippines) 
as well as a vehicle.  However we are confi dent 
in the Lord’s provision.

We are also trying to reconnect with other pastors 
and congregations with whom we have worked 
with in the past.  It is so different this time.  In the 
past we were here for short term trips of three to 
four weeks in length and everything had to be 
squeezed into a short period of time.  Now that 
we have moved here we can start making long 
term plans with people.

On March 25th we had the privilege of taking 
part of a 25th church anniversary.  The last time 
we were here three years ago the church met in 
a strip mall and had 75 members.  God is truly 
moving in this place as they have purchased a 
movie theater in a mall and have three services 
every Sunday.  We also had the privilege of pray-
ing with the pastor as well.

We have also been blessed as people that we 
have known from all over the world are connecting 
us with people that can assist us here in the Philip-

pines.  It is much appreciated but very humbling.  
It is something only the Lord could orchestrate.
The challenge now is to apply the lessons we 
learned during our period when we were still in 
the United States.  We have been waiting so long 
to get here that our inclination is to want to start 
everything now.  We need to learn to trust the 
Lord to show us what our marching orders are 
and the timing for the same.  Everything will be 
completed in its time if we remain obedient.  We 
look expectantly to see what the Lord has for us 
in the future.

It begins…slowly
One area that has strongly been on Nancy’s 
heart for when we were in the Philippines was 
to have an orphanage.  We have actually been 
helping for some time fi nancially as we were 
able, but since do not have a building as yet that 
we can use for the orphanage, we have housed 
them in Nancy’s sister’s home and the homes of 
our ministry team in the Philippines.  Now that 
we are fi nally here, we have received guardian-
ship of the fi rst two girls that will be living with us.  
We are praying that the Lord will provide a facility 
where we can house even more young people 
as well as feed, clothe and send them to school 
and of course, share the Gospel with them.  We 
will start small and trust the Lord for provision 
and growth.  Here is a brief description of our 
fi rst two girls:

Rachel – we have known Ra-
chel since before she was born.  
Our fi rst introduction was when 
her Mom came into the church 
asking for money to get an abor-
tion.  We gave her fi nancial sup-
port and said we would pay for 
the delivery if the Mom would 
agree to give us custody after the baby was born.  
Rachel is currently attending school, knows the 
Lord, is a member of the church dance ministry 
and sings in the youth praise and worship team.

Cherie – Cherie contacted us 
about fi ve years ago during one 
of our short term trips.  She had 
reached us through a mutual 
acquaintance.  She lived in one 
of the provinces and was being 
molested on a daily basis by 
her father, uncle and brothers.  
She was afraid that it was just a matter of time 
before one or all of them would rape her.  She is 
now safe and is in a growing relationship with the 
Lord.  She is also ushering at the church.

Our intent as we bring in children is that we will 
take care of them until they reach the age of ma-
jority.  In the meantime we will give them a safe 
place to live, feed and clothe them and pay for 
their schooling.  It costs us approximately $35.00 
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a month per child to cover all of these expenses.  
For the older children we will fi nd them small jobs 
for which they are paid directly.  We also teach 
them how to open a bank account and budget 
their fi nances.  Underlying everything, we share 
the Gospel and demonstrate to them the hope 
that can only come from God’s love.  By the time 
they are old enough to go out on their own they 
have completed school, have job references and 
some savings.  They also know the Lord person-
ally.

We will also need to get a separate building to 
do this on a larger scale.  We know that we can’t 
reach everyone, but we want to be equipped 
to reach all that the Lord brings to us.  Please 
pray that the Lord’s hand will be on this ministry 
and that He will draw people to partner with this 
work so that many young people can be reached 
through this ministry.

Nancy’s Notes
Believers sometimes underes-
timate the signifi cance of be-
ing able to talk with the Lord.  
Prayer is a divine gift, one that 
now belongs to us as children 
adopted into the family of God.  
(John 3:3)

The Father, who loves all His creation, does not 
wish for any to perish but for all to come to repen-
tance. (2 Peter 3:9)  However, only those who 
receive Jesus as their Lord and Savior will spend 
eternity in His presence, fi nally free of all loneli-
ness, pain and suffering.  As believers we are 
welcome to pray and draw close to the Father 
because the Son is our permanent high priest, 
and He has become our reconciliation.

Do not allow the ungodly practices of those 
around you to infl uence you.   Set your heart on 
the Lord and look to Him alone for your answers.  
Seek the Lord.  Seek His righteousness and 
seek humility.  In Jesus you will be hidden and 
delivered from God’s wrath and judgment.

Understand that it is the holiness of Jesus that 
makes you holy.  Walk in His ways and honor 
(Col 3:1-15).  It is for this we must continually 
seek Him in prayer.

Upcoming Ministry Opportunities 
While we continue to get settled we are reaching 
out to old acquaintances and reestablishing re-
lationships as well as reaching out to new ones.  
We have been truly blessed by people who are 
connecting us to some awesome men and wom-
en of God on our behalf.

In our excitement to fi nally be here, we need to 
remember that this is the Lord’s work and we 
need to hear His voice more clearly than ever 
before so we don’t get off of His timetable.  Ev-
erything will be done if we just let Him.

We cannot thank you enough for taking time to 
keep us in prayer.   May the Lord give back to 
you a hundred fold for your labor of love for us 
and the Lord’s work.  Also, let us know how we 
can be praying for you as well.

Maraming salamat which is Tagalong (Fili-
pino) for “Many thanks” or “Many thanks to you”.   
Another year has come and gone and as we be-
gin 2012 we are excited that we are fi nally on 
our way.  If not for your prayers and support we 
would not have made it thus far.  We are excited 
about pursuing God’s vision in the Philippines 
with you.

Prayer Requests

We continue to build a prayer support team for the work the Lord has given 
to us in the Philippines.  If you feel led to be a part of our prayer team, please 
send us an email at pastorpaul@oneinyeshua.org.  As a part of the prayer 
team you will be sent a monthly update and we ask you to keep us and these 
issues in prayer throughout the month.

Praise Report – We have fi nally arrived in the Philippines.  Thank you for all 
of your prayers and faithful support.  It’s been a long process, but God here 
exactly when He wanted us to be here.

Here are some of our current prayer requests as we move forward in our 
relocation to the Philippines:

Selling our house. ■    We have found a buyer for the house, even 
though it will be a short sale

Our monthly support ■ .  Please pray that the Lord continues to 
provide us with the provisions we need for the work ahead of us.

Specifi c Needs Upon Arrival in Philippines: ■   
Vehicle – We are looking for a vehicle in the Philippines that • 
we can use throughout the diverse geography of the country 
and during the rainy season when there is frequent fl ooding. 
This means we need to purchase a van or SUV.  Vehicle costs 
are approximately the same in the Philippines as they are in 
the U.S.
Furnishing our new place.• 
We both need to get a Philippine driver’s license as well as a • 
Philippines ID

I ■  have started studying Tagalog.  While it has been a long 
time since I’ve studied a language that I need to use on a daily basis, 
I know that the Lord will provide as I claim the promise of James 
1:5.

We love and appreciate all of you and pray for you regularly.
May God give back to you in His abundance.Cherie, Nancy and Rachel Paul & Nancy


